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Rome had an emperor – Norway has a king – and we have a president – 

but none of these rulers can defy death.  

Only one King has that power – and he got it by hanging on a cross. 

… 

Like us today, the people of the city of Colossae were living in 

interesting times. 

Colossae – part of Asia Minor, modern day Turkey  

– was at one time a large metropolis,  

on a main trade route, and vibrant with industry.  

 

 But with the expansion of the Roman empire and population 

growth in the area,  

o it had shrunk in size and lost much of its former glory.  

 It had gone from being the only city in the region to being one of 

three.  

 In addition, it had changed from being a primarily Jewish 

community  

o to being a mixture of Jews, Christians, Romans, 

o  and Gentiles from Babylon and Persia.  

All these different peoples brought their own customs and religions with 

them, 

 so that Colossae was no longer a community with a shared culture, 

but a diverse population. 

Sound familiar?  

It’s the same struggle happening in our world today,  
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 as populations shift,  

 refugees leave their homes for new countries,  

 and diverse cultures seek to coexist in one community. 

While the ideal is peaceful coexistence,  

the reality is often marked by the struggle of one group to 

overpower another, 

 or hostility toward those who do not share one’s point of 

view or who are considered different.  

 In 1
st
 c. Colossae, the various belief systems had begun to influence the 

newborn Christian congregation and undermine Christian faith.  

 

Worship became a mixture of Jesus and invocation of the nature spirits 

of fire, water, earth, and air or other objects of creation;  

you might observe both Communion and the invocation of angels 

or seeking of guidance from the moon and stars.  

The believers were influenced to consider it true  

that everything had merit and it wouldn’t hurt to call on all 

the gods for help.  

 

But it is not true. 

There is a problem when this happens. And it does hurt us.  

The problem is the deadly consequence of placing trust in something 

other than God.  

The problem is believing that Jesus cannot save us by himself  

– that he needs help from other gods  
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– and so in effect, renouncing his lordship.  

At its most dangerous, is the point at which someone stops trusting in 

Jesus altogether,  

because the other belief systems seem more interesting.  

 

This is what Paul became aware of when he and Timothy wrote the letter 

to the Colossians to call them back to the truth of the Gospel.  

 

What is this truth?  

Jesus Christ, as the Son of the Father  

– as the One through whom the cosmos was created  

– Jesus is greater than all the elemental spirits, forces of 

astrology, and creation itself.  

If gravity has dominion over the orbits of earth and moon  

– Jesus is greater because gravity is subject to his authority.  

If the jet stream governs the weather,  

Jesus is still mightier because he created the jet stream and El Niño 

and La Niña and they submit to him. 

So there is nothing to be gained by asking the jet stream to move or El 

Niño to stop when it is Christ who has authority over all things.   

 That we don’t understand how he exercises that authority is not the 

point. 

 The point is that believers recognize the supremacy of Christ 

and disregard all other claims to determine our destiny. 
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But why should we?  

On what basis do we stake our life on Jesus instead of  

 psychics,  

 the zodiac,  

 or some other aspect of creation? 

 

Here is where the Bible  wants to be very clear:  

 We stake our life on Jesus  

because the Father raised him from the dead  

to release us from the death sentence of our sins.  

 We stake our life on Jesus because in him,  

God has invested himself in each of us personally by forgiving us.  

 When we were baptized into Jesus, 

his death and resurrection was applied to us  

individually, personally, by name.  

 With Jesus, we died and were raised from death  

– and all that means is ours to experience as 

as the inheritance of God’s love for us. 

 His victory over death means we can live without fear, even when 

the power of darkness is raging all around us. 

 Because Jesus is risen from the dead and has authority over the 

whole cosmos,  

our home – our destiny – is not determined by  

 genetics, or birth order, 
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  or personality,  

 or the position of the stars,  

 or karma,  

 or intellect.  

Our destiny – our home – is in the realm of truth and light, where 

Jesus the King of kings rules in glory. 

… 

Paul prays for the people in Colossae – and for us –  

That we would become robust and vibrant as the Holy Spirit fills us with 

Christ’s power and might. 

That we would be equipped to endure the evils of this world patiently, 

knowing that Christ’s dominion will soon be completely unveiled. 

 

And that amid the turmoil and confusion of the world around us,  

rather than cave in to false influences or fall into despair,  

we would give thanks to God the Father  

because God chose us to share in the riches of his love  

by showing us mercy because of Jesus.  

In Jesus, God was pleased to dwell – becoming visible to humanity. 

Everything Jesus says and does reveals God to us. 

And finally – by Jesus’ death on the cross, God reconciled all creation to 

himself 

 Healing the brokenness and making peace among the hostile.  

 

We stake our life on this, even though we cannot yet see it  
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Even though the brokenness and hostility seems to persist 

Even though the forces of evil seem still to prevail. 

We stake our life on the victory of Jesus  

until the day he comes to judge the earth  

and reveals the fullness of his glory  

as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

It is this conviction – this insistence on the truth that Jesus is the 

supreme King and Ruler of all--  

– that is the church’s most powerful antidote to the 

anxiety and antagonism that is present in our post-election 

society. 

As Easter people, we have a big-picture view. 

Keeping Jesus Christ first and foremost,  

 We can say that whatever the next 4 years may hold, and 

however difficult life may become 

 Our inheritance of life by the grace and mercy of God 

cannot be taken away or diminished.  

 No failure of government or perversion of justice can 

invalidate our sharing in the victory of Jesus over evil and death.  

We have a message of hope and joy to share with those who are 

worried about the future. 

We have a reason to reach across the aisles  

and break down the walls of hatred  

and bridge the chasms of disrespect 
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 to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

.. 

Jesus died to destroy the forces of darkness and is risen from 

the dead to bring life and light to our world. 

It is through his living body, the church, that he does this. 

… 

Obama, Hillary, Trump will all die and their power will cease.  

But Jesus lives forever – and his church abides forever. 

 

You and I have an indestructible future 

 Under the rule of Jesus Christ the King.  

 

Tell the world that Jesus lives. 

Tell the world that. . .tell the world that! 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen  

 

  


