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After spending 40 days in utter wilderness,  

far from civilization, fasting and being tested to the fullest,  

I imagine Jesus felt a bit like I do today –  

 weary,  

 disoriented about time and place, 

  and in need of some TLC.  

He might have sought that in Jerusalem – in the city, at the temple,  

But when he heard that John had been arrested there,  

he decided to go far away -- home to Nazareth instead.  

Moms are always good for TLC! 

 

But he could not live at home indefinitely  

– he was now as adult 

 He had a mission to fulfill,  

 a purpose to accomplish –to be the salvation for all people 

 

  Jerusalem would come later. 

 

But now, He would begin in Upper Galilee 

 – a region of the land of Canaan that had been given to Jacob’s 

sons Zebulon and Naphtali. 

It lay on the portion of the major trade route –the Via Maris, or way of 

the Sea 

 – that went inland from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan 

Valley and across the Jordan to the Far east.  
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 This inland stretch was a politically strategic area,  

Bringing many cultures together, 

And was fraught with the darkness of conflict.  

 It was this land in which God’s rebellious people  

Had lived under the darkness of Assyrian rule 

 and many were exiled from their land in the 8
th

 c. BC. 

 

 And it was in this land that the prophets declared that 

Messiah’s restoration of David’s throne would begin.  

 

But how would such a restoration be accomplished? 

 By conquest?  

 By divine decree? 

  

No – as Jesus announced: 

the fulfillment of the prophetic word  

and God’s keeping of the promise of deliverance of these mixed 

peoples  

--  Jews and Gentiles,  

children of Abraham and heathen races  

– would happen because of a change  

A change of heart and of direction.  
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So how many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb? 

 2?   4?   30? 

Nah – it takes none.  --  Lutherans  .. Change? 

 

Of course, this isn’t unique to Lutherans.  

Who likes to change?  

 Human beings – ancient and modern  

– like to settle into a comfortable place,  

a dependable order that keeps life humming quietly along.  

 

Don’t rock the boat – don’t ruffle feathers – don’t upset the status quo. 

 

But as history shows, we don’t get very far that way  

– we are lulled into complacency and a false sense of security. 

 

God’s keeping of the promise of deliverance   

– happens because of a change in the status quo 

A change of heart and of direction within people.  

 

Light shines in the darkness --  

The kingdom of heaven is a new day  

– a departure from what was --to what will be.  
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Jesus’ call to follow him  

is an invitation to participate in the dawning of God’s new day  

that Jesus himself brings about. 

 

Sharing in in the realm of God – the realm of peace, of hope, of justice 

and love  

is to leave yesterday behind and dare to be swept up heart and soul 

in God’s wave of change.  

 

And God instigated this change of heart  

by breaking into the people himself – in Jesus.  

… 

Jesus shows up in Capernaum at the edge of the Sea of Galilee – and 

announces:  

Repent!  

 Turn your hearts, 

  change your minds,  

 look in a new direction,  

 face the light instead of the darkness. 

 

And he points to Peter and Andrew, and then James and John and says – 

You – come with me and I will give you a new mission.  

 And they follow him  

– to learn how to cast nets of truth and compassion,  

– mercy and love that catch people.   



Epiphany 3 A  5 
22 January 2017 
St. Peter York 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 
 

Now they are part of the light shining in the darkness  

– now they too are swept up in God’s new day  

for the people who were threatened by the shadow of death. 

 

For they follow Jesus  

– who began teaching the Jews wherever they gathered, 

–  and announcing God’s authority to all who would listen,  

– showing them God’s power by healing the sick of mind and 

body.  

 

Restoration of the throne of David  

– the peaceable dominion of God’s presence among his people  

– is not an idea or abstract notion – 

It is the change  

– from darkness to light,  

– from ignorance to wisdom, 

–  from sickness to health, 

–  from death to life.  

 

The kingdom of heaven is the change  

from self-absorption 

 to self-giving love for God and neighbor -- 

Revealed in Jesus Christ.  

… 
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Jesus, 

– who was tempted by Satan, 

–  threatened by the authorities,  

– rejected by his friends  

– and hung on a cross – 

 

Shows up here in York today. 

 

As we are fishing in the seas of our work and play,  

our school and activities,  

trying to keep our heads above water, 

 

Jesus comes to us and calls us to follow him.  

 To change direction,  

to turn our hearts and minds to him.  

 

Jesus comes to us  

as we are mending the nets of broken relationships,  

mistakes and missteps,  

 Struggling to put the pieces of shattered dreams back together  

and find our way forward – 

 

Jesus comes to us and calls – Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people!  



Epiphany 3 A  7 
22 January 2017 
St. Peter York 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 
 

Such fishing requires no worms, hooks, or even nets. 

 

It is simply the action that follows  

from our faith in Jesus  

that opens a window  

for others to see Jesus as the light in their darkness. 

… 

Much of that faith-driven action is done right here, in our homes and 

communities. 

 But some is done globally.  

You, people of St. Peter’s, are part of a great fishing expedition in 

Jerusalem. 

Some of our Sunday offering supports the wider church, through the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod and the ELCA.  

One of the things we can do better together than separately is provide 

human services for those who otherwise have no access to it.  

 

Last week, I visited Augusta Victoria Hospital on the Mt. of Olives.  

It is a Lutheran hospital that is distinguished by its work in cancer 

and kidney-related illnesses.  

 

But even more than that, it is a window to God’s love to the Arab 

population that lives in and around Jerusalem 
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 – people who are often shut out of the big hospitals and kept weak by 

unjust political and administrative policies on the part of those who are 

in control.  

We Lutherans, together with other Arab Christians, and Jews, and 

Muslims,  

care for them,  

employ them,  

heal them 

and give them the dignity of equal personhood.  

  

And because we do,  

the light of God’s new day in Jesus Christ shines on them 

And some of them will get caught in the net of Jesus’ kingdom.  

 

So today, Jesus stands at the edge of our sea of Galilee here in 

York – and calls to us– 

 Follow me – the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Will we risk the change of heart?  

 The change of focus? 

  The change of perspective 

That sees in every other person that crosses our path the one God 

wants to catch in our net? 

… 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH – EPIPHANY 3 a – JANUARY 22, 2017 

 

Called to be Christ’s light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, 

peace, and healing. A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, you call us to fish for people. Tear down divisions and unite 

the whole universal church in your mission. Make us of the same mind 

and purpose in service and worship to you. Lord, in your mercy. 

 

You call us to care for creation. Breathe into us the joy and beauty of 

stewardship. Teach us to care for the small seed and the expansive sky. 

Lord, in your mercy. 

 

You call us to care for the stranger in our midst. Sustain refugees from 

every region, especially Africa, Asia, Palestine and the Middle East, and 

empower organizations that provide food and shelter for them, 

especially Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and Lutheran 

World Federation. Lord, in your mercy. 

 

Redeeming God, you break the oppressor’s rod. Bring an end to tyranny 

and poverty wherever it raises its ugly head. Wipe out ignorance and 

fear. Give us eyes to see with your compassion and hearts to reach out 

with your love, especially to those others would rather forget. Lord, in 

your mercy 

 

Uphold all your children who suffer in body, mind, or spirit,  

especially …. Heal us with your saving presence. Lord, in your mercy. 

 

Triune God, you call us into relationship with you. Raise up leaders in 

your church who risk looking foolish for the sake of the gospel. Grant 

St. Peter’s to respond boldly in faith to your call to share the good news 

of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy.  
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Ever-living God, you call us to rest in you. Keep us faithful on earth and 

bring us to life everlasting with the saints of every time and place. Lord, 

in your mercy. 

 


