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In the desert wilderness, surrounded by nothing to sustain life, Jesus 

encountered Satan the devil. 

And what did that old devil do? Offered Jesus the means of life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness – everything necessary for Jesus to live, and 

live well. 

 But, with one condition –  

 that Jesus surrender his soul to Satan,  

 that Jesus renounce his divinity and give it over to the devil,  

 that Jesus turn away from his purpose, his mission,  

 even his Father in heaven, and bow down before Satan. 

Satan seemed to be offering everything to someone with nothing. . . but 

that is a lie, and Jesus knew it. 

Thankfully for us! 

 

It all started when humanity – Adam and Eve—encountered Satan the 

serpent in much different circumstances – 

in the garden,  

surrounded by everything possibly needed to sustain life. 

Here, Satan offered one thing to people who had everything – 

 But that one thing was the only thing God their Creator had said 

they could not have. 

 God had lovingly and with abundant grace told Adam and Eve to 

be fruitful and multiply. 

 God had given them all manner of plants and animals to make that 

fruitfulness possible. 
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 The word of God by which they lived was shown to be faithful and 

true.  

 And yet – they would not trust it –would not live by that word 

alone when another word – Satan’s word – came along to contradict it.   

… 

Have you ever been in the position of Adam and Eve  

– surrounded by all sorts of good things,  

but instead of contentment,  

you complained about the one thing you lacked? 

 I know I have – As a child, I remember a Christmas in 1968 or 69 

when what I really, really, REALLY wanted was a Lite-Brite set. It had 

just come out and all the kids were talking about it.  

 It was a box with a light in it and colored pegs that could make 

light pictures.  It was really cool – as I saw it on TV commercials. 

 That Christmas, the tree had a lot of gifts around it – a really big 

pile with my name on it.  

 But none of the boxes were the shape of Lite-Brite.  

And as I opened my gifts – lovely gifts they were, too!  

 I realized that Lite-Brite was not among them and was 

disappointed. 

 I was surrounded by so many good things – but my heart 

complained about the one thing I didn’t have. 

 

Sadly, we do not grow out of such discontent.   

We just exchange a toy for other things –  
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 a particular friend in high school,  

 a certain job,  

 that new model car,  

 good health,  

 or some other thing we want but do not have. 

 

And when we do that, we are in the same danger as Adam and Eve and 

Jesus in the wilderness: 

 The danger of acting on the wrong word – the word of Satan 

instead of God’s Word.  

Listen to what God said:  

15 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 

work it and keep it. 
16 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 

“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 
17 

but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
 

of it you shall surely die.” 

 

But along comes that great master of distortion, and deceiver Satan who 

whispers … 

“Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” 
2 
And the answer was, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 

the garden, 
3 
but God said,

)
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that 

is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 

die.’” 
4 
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 

die. 
5 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
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The original sin – the sin that lurks inside of each one of us – is the sin 

of not trusting God with our life, but wanting to be God for 

ourselves. 

Surrounded by everything good – having purpose and mission – Adam 

and Eve wanted the one thing they did not have: 

 the divine mind that discerns good from evil 

And they did not heed God’s Word concerning certain death if they ate 

from that tree. 

 They could have lived by God’s Word – but instead, they died by 

Satan’s false word. 

… 

A mystery novel I read recently centered on an ancient bracelet that had 

amazing power. Some called it a curse, but few heeded that lore. 

 The power it was supposed to have was to allow the wearer to 

know the thoughts of others.  

 The man who wanted to possess this power figured it would give 

him an edge in his business, and especially against his rivals, since he 

would be able to know what they were thinking and respond to his own 

advantage. 

 

This man finally got the bracelet and put it on.  

 But oh, how surprised he was! 

 The bracelet did indeed give the wearer the ability to hear others’ 

thoughts  

– but those thoughts were of everyone in the world all at once,  
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a constant barrage of thoughts, never ceasing, and driving the 

wearer mad. 

 He tried to take off the bracelet to escape from its awful power, but 

could not.  

 He ended up cutting off his own arm and his own life with it.  

 This is an image of sin in our lives 

 – failing to live by God’s word leads to our death by Satan’s word. 

 

St. Paul says in Romans 6:23 “The reward of sin is death.”  

But he goes on to say, “But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

 

Jesus’ entire mission is the undoing of sin. 

We might even say Jesus is about Xtreme Salvation. 

 

Not only does Jesus give a different answer to Satan’s lie than Adam and 

Eve gave – and you and I have given – 

But he does it from the extremity –  

 from the wilderness that cannot sustain life –  

 from the fast that if continued would starve him –  

 from the physical weakness that could not possibly win a wrestling 

match with a featherweight opponent.  

From the most extreme of circumstances that none of us faces when we 

face temptation – Jesus undoes our sin.  
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He says “No” to Satan when we have said “yes”. 

He says “Yes” to God when we have said “No”. 

 

When Jesus exercises the divine mind to discern good from evil, he 

does it also with a divine heart – with the heart of the Father. 

Not for his own glory – not like Adam and Eve, who wanted to possess 

the power of God for themselves –  

 But for our deliverance from the penalty of sin – death itself. 

 

Jesus’ final undoing of our sin,  

His final  “no” to Satan and “Yes” to God  

was his death on the cross.  

There we see the full extremity of our salvation in the body of Jesus.  

 

People of God – it is this salvation which is yours this very day –Claim 

it!  

The power of Jesus’ saving grace toward you is power for you to say 

“Yes” to God and “No” to Satan in all the situations you face. 

 It is power for you to live by God’s Word – even under extreme 

circumstances  

– because you know that Satan is a liar, and there can be no 

life by his false word. 

 

 



Lent 1 A  7 
5 March 2017 
St. Peter York 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

 
 

Like Jesus, your life may seem like a wilderness at times –  

 but in him, you are filled with the abundance of his grace –  

 never-ending mercy and forgiveness –  

 overflowing gifts of the Holy Spirit –  

 the resounding power of God’s word in your ears and minds 

Jesus’ obedience undoes your sin and puts you right with God. 

So we thank and praise him with our whole being. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 


