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Where do you belong? 

 

This is a quest every human being is on throughout life.  

Where do we fit in? 

 – In what relationships do we find meaning? 

 

There are many good ways to answer – 

 I belong to my family 

 I belong to my church 

 I belong in my social group 

 I belong to a health club 

 I belong with people like me 

 I belong where I’m needed 

 

What are some of your answers to the question, “Where do I belong?”?  

Share them with your neighbor. 

 

Often, when we seek belonging,  

we look for sameness, and we look for acceptance. 

 

In fact, human nature tends to accept only what is the same – however 

you might define “same”.  

 We choose friends with the same interests. 
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 We seek leaders who are of the same mind as we are. 

 We are most comfortable with people of the same race, religion, 

and values.  

 

The history of humanity has been one of seeking sameness and shunning 

diversity.  

o The nationalism of the 19
th

 century, 

o The racial segregation and horror of the Holocaust in the 20
th

 

century 

o And our struggle today with immigrants and gender identity  

all point both to our deep need for belonging and our preference 

for sameness. 

 

And yet, these efforts have failed to eliminate diversity.  

They have failed to distill the human race into a single, homogenous 

society. 

Our repeated failure to achieve the goal of surrounding ourselves  

only with like-minded, like-skinned, like-fashioned people  

is indication that we are seeking the wrong thing.  

Or seeking the right thing in the wrong place. 

 

Our deep longing for acceptance and belonging can be filled  

only in God who created us,  
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who loves us, and who gathers us into his own community. 

We belong in God.  We are accepted by our Maker. 

 

It is our dear Lord Jesus who welcomes us into his loving embrace 

 – not because of who we are,  

but because of who he is. 

Jesus is the bodily expression of God’s love for us.  

He is the one who goes to extreme lengths  

to remove every cause of our alienation from our Creator’s loving 

presence: 

 Even to the point of death. 

 

Because of Jesus, we belong in the presence of God. 

Because of Jesus, we are accepted into the holy and eternal 

fellowship of the Divine. 

 

We perceive this belonging,  

We comprehend this acceptance  

by faith – trusting God’s Word as being for and about us. 

 

In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul is dealing with the question 

of who belongs in this holy fellowship known as the church:   
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 is it just those who keep the Law?  

 Or can people who are not part of that covenant God made with 

Moses also be eligible? 

 

The first Christians were comfortable baptizing fellow Jews and keeping 

those other people, the Gentiles, out.   

 

But the signs were there that the Holy Spirit had also been given to 

the Gentiles!  Now what? 

 

Paul writes to them that although Jesus the Lord was a Jew  

and his apostles were all Jewish,  

his saving mission was not just for the Jewish people,  

but for ALL people.  

 

When the one man, Adam, representing all humanity  

– destroyed the holy fellowship with God by trusting the serpent 

Satan instead --  

All humanity from that point on was fundamentally separated from 

God.  

We were broken off from the belonging and acceptance for which God 

created us – the love in which God desires to embrace us. 

Death became part of our human existence.  



Lent 2 A  5 
12 March 2017 
St. Peter York 
Genesis 12:1-4; RomaNS 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 

 
 

 

The mission of Jesus is to take the multitude of sins caused by the one 

man Adam and abolish their power to destroy humanity.  

This he did by his sacrificial death on the cross for us. 

 

And By his resurrection from the dead, he removes our burden of 

guilt and shame,  

 Restoring us to the loving fellowship in which we are accepted 

and loved by God.  

 

So, the one sin brought death to all,  

but the one death brings life for all.  

To all who trust him, Jesus gives the power to live that life now and 

forever.  

 

Now what was confusing –both to Nicodemus and to the Christians n 

Rome, is this: 

 Between the sin of Adam in the garden and the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, 

The Lord God had called Abram to follow him to a new land and made a 

covenant with him,  

promising descendants and land – identity and belonging.   

The sign of this covenant was circumcision of males.  
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And in this covenant, God gathered a people from Abram’s descendants, 

And delivered them from slavery and death by the blood of a lamb,  

Leading them through the wilderness to the promised land.  

While they were journeying under Moses’ leadership, God made another 

covenant with this people by law and by blood –  

5 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth 

is mine;
6 
and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.’.”  Exodus 19 

So, the Israelites were connected to God  

– in fellowship with God  

– through the covenant of circumcision and the 

covenant of the Law – the Ten Commandments.  

By concrete actions, they could tell who belonged and who didn’t.  

For them, belonging meant sameness  

– those who were circumcised and who led their lives according to 

specific laws and practices given by God, belonged – everyone else did 

not.  

 

Jesus turned that understanding on its head by making acceptance 

and belonging a matter of faith – not a matter of deeds.  

 

Even before the law of Moses, Abram was saved by his faith in God’s 

Word. 
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Abraham did not have to prove anything to God in order to receive the 

promise – he only trusted what God said and acted accordingly.  

 

Now, Jesus has opened the way to the holy fellowship with God to all 

who trust in him –  

 Thus, the fellowship is diverse  

– filled with people who are different from one another in every 

way except one: 

 They all believe that Jesus’ death on the cross  

has taken away the penalty of their sins  

and given them life in God over which death has no power.  

 The sign of this faith is baptism, that is the new birth of water and 

the Spirit.  

 

The deep human longing for acceptance and belonging is filled by God 

in the holy fellowship of the church – 

 Not because we are all the same 

 Not because we like each other and are of like mind 

 But because Jesus loves us and gave his life for us.  

 

When we look in the eyes of our neighbors  

– be they Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, Secularist, or 

atheist –  
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We see them as Jesus does – as people longing for acceptance and 

belonging.  

And we show them and tell them of the one Man Jesus  

o whose death has destroyed the death caused by the first man, 

Adam –  

o and whose life gives all people the power to love and be 

loved,  

o to accept and be accepted,  

o to belong to the fellowship of Jesus forever. 

 

When the love of Jesus penetrates the depths of our heart, all fear is cast 

out–  

 fear of the other, 

  fear of those who are different,  

 fear of not being good enough,   

 fear of failure,  

 fear of death. 

Let me read this truth from the Message: 

16-18 
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one 

and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by 

believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t 

go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing 

finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the 

world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who 

refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence 

without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe 

in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him. 
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John 3:16-18The Message (MSG) 

 

Dear Friends,  

God’s love for you is stronger than death – Jesus is the proof. 

His life is yours for the living – starting right now!  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

 


