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Regardless of how things look to us or how we feel on any given day, it 

is true that we are gifted by God’s grace.  

 

Last week we heard how important our relationship with God is to 

God himself  

–so important,  that Jesus came to seek and to save the lost  

– that is, us.  

It is by God’s grace that Jesus has taken upon himself  

the consequences of our sin and rebellion against God ,  

when he died on the cross,  

so that we might have the benefit of new life,  

a new beginning,  

a clean slate with God as we turn to him in faith.  

 

It is important to God that we are in close relationship with him  

– so he persists in loving us back to him.  

 

But it is not only our personal relationship with God that is 

important to God.  

We are not simply individual spokes connected to God in the center – 

we are connected with other believers, 

 We are entangled with other people.  

\ We are a network of faith relationships,  
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all of us intertwined with one another  

and all of us connected to God.  

 

So not only is it important to God that we are in relationship with him,  

that we love the Lord our God with all our heart  

and with all our soul and with all our mind  

and with all our strength.  

 

It is also important to God that we love our neighbor as ourselves. 

 

The grace we receive from God by the Holy Spirit permeates the whole 

web of believers we call the church 

 And so also changes the world.  

By God’s grace, we are participants in the divine purpose that is 

creating a new heaven and a new earth as we live.  

And we are in it together. 

 

It is our relationship with others that today’s scriptures address, and 

particularly how we handle money matters and everyday commerce. 

 

Do You know Jesus taught more about money than about any other 

topic?  
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I think that is because it is money that forms many relationships we have 

with others. 

 Consider these, for example: 

 Our bankers 

 Our employees and employers 

 PayPal and Amazon 

 Our stock broker or financial adviser 

 The cashier at the grocery store 

 The people who clean our houses or do our lawns 

 Our barbers and hairdressers 

 Schools and colleges 

You can add to the list.  

 

Jesus, like the prophets before him, is concerned that our relationships 

with others are just and honest. 

 

The prophet Amos sets the stage for Jesus’ story. 

 Amos calls God’s people to task for their unjust economic 

practices: 

 Tampering with the standard weights and measures to shortchange 

customers 

 Being greedy about their own profits and failing to leave some of 

the harvest behind for the poor to glean. 

 Charging high interest on loans and then imprisoning the poor 

when they cannot repay even a very small loan.  
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All of these unjust practices are forbidden in the commandments of the 

Lord precisely because they do not reflect the grace and love of God.  

 

Yet, such injustice continues– in our day we might think of predatory 

payday loans or price gouging.  

 

Whenever money becomes a weapon of power over others,  

it no longer reflects God’s grace and love.  

 

And whenever our love of money causes us to take advantage of the 

poor and needy, we have lost our way in relationship to God and others.  

 

So Jesus tells this story about the economics of a rich man.  

 He tells it to his disciples with the Pharisees in earshot 

 – and he knows it will hit them as judgment because they are greedy 

and unjust themselves. 

The disciples are students of God’s ways.  

They are learning how to live in God’s grace – how to live in a just 

society.  

 

Now as I remember hearing this story as a child, the rich man had a 

steward.  
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 And the steward was messing around with the interest rates on 

loans the rich man made to others in order to pad his own wallet.  

 So the rich man took the stewardship away from him.  

 

But before the steward was dismissed, he was to call in all the loans and 

give an accounting.  

 

Now consider what that was like for those indebted to the rich man –  

Imagine if all your loans were payable in full tomorrow – 

 Mortgage 

 A full year’s rent in advance 

 Student loans and college tuition for all 4 years 

 Car loan 

 Credit card debt 

 Home equity loans 

All of them together – due tomorrow in full.  

Perhaps there are a few who would have the savings to cover it, 

But most of us would go bankrupt.  

We would lose  

 our homes,  

 our cars,  

 our credit, 

  our education,  

 our ability to buy for our basic needs. 
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That’s what the rich man’s debtors were facing when they met 

with the unjust steward.  

The steward,  

In addition to showing that his boss had taken no loss from the 

loans, 

    had to consider what he would do once he was thrown out on his ear.  

 For to be fired from this job meant losing room and board. 

He would become homeless.  

Unless he had some friends who would take him in.  

 

Now, in our imaginary bankrupt situation,  

what would happen, if as we met with the representatives of all 

those to whom we owed money, 

 each one forgave the loan --  wiped it out?  

 Not only would we be elated, but we would have a good 

relationship with those representatives.  

They had done us a good turn.  

  

The unjust steward had an opportunity like that, though he did not have 

the authority to completely forgive the loans.  

He did what he could -- he reduced the interest rates, lowering the 

debts by 20-50%.   

And Boy,  did he make friends! 
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Jesus goes on to say something very important for each of us – 

Make friends for yourselves by means of unjust wealth so that when it is 

gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.  

 

Jesus calls wealth unjust or unrighteous because of its power to 

corrupt us and lead us away from God.  

 But it’s all we’ve got – there is no bank of righteous money.  

Because of sin, it is all unrighteous.  

But what Jesus is getting at with this story is  

by negative example showing what a just steward would be.  

The unjust steward saw his master’s resources as a means for his own 

personal enjoyment and advancement. 

Quite the reverse, Jesus wants His followers to be just, righteous 

stewards.  

If we understand the principle that everything we possess is a gift 

from God, 

 then we realize that God is the owner of everything and that 

we are His stewards.  

As such, we are to use the Master’s resources to further the 

Master’s goals, not our own.  

In this specific case, Jesus wants us to be generous with our 

wealth and use it for the benefit of others. 
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Those we help, then, will speak well of us before the Lord in the eternal 

realm of God.  

 

This is a recurring theme in Jesus’ teaching – that those we help here on 

earth: 

 The poor 

  The naked 

 The hungry and thirsty 

 The imprisoned 

 The sick 

 Widows and orphans 

 The most vulnerable 

They will be witnesses in our defense at our judgment before God.  

 

And here Jesus goes even a step further 

 – they will admit us into the heavenly dwelling places.  

 

It is important to God that our relationships with others reflect his grace 

and mercy.  

By his grace, we get to be just stewards  

– forgiving our debtors, as we ask the Father to forgive our debts.  

 

 And Using the wealth God has entrusted to our stewardship 

for building up the kingdom of God.  
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To be gifted by God’s grace is to be freed from the love of money and 

empowered to share our wealth with those who need it most.  

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 


