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Beginning with our baptism, we are gifted by God’s grace.   

The Holy Spirit became the driving force of our life and brought us into 

the family of the church. 

In this family of God, in this community of faith,  

we continue to be gifted by grace 

– hearing God’s word of forgiveness for Jesus’ sake; 

 Hearing the story of God’s faithful love from Abraham to now as 

written in the Scriptures.  

We are gifted by grace as we hear the  

– preaching and the praying  

– and singing, 

–  and as we eat and drink at the Lord’s table.  

And all of this grace, when we receive it gratefully and eagerly,  

blesses us with a strong relationship with our Lord and savior.  

 

God goes to great lengths to bring us close to Him  

– our closeness is important to God 

 – so important, Jesus died on the cross to make it possible.  

 

But God’s grace is not for us alone.  

We have a personal relationship with God, but not a private one.  

God’s grace not only draws us in to himself,  

but also sends us out  -- to our neighbors – to serve them and 

love them.  
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This, too, is important to God.  

Everything we have at our disposal, God has given us in order that we 

might help others find their life in him.  

 

This is why Jesus and the prophets call so much attention to the use and 

misuse of wealth  

– for our attitude toward what God has given makes all the 

difference.  

… 

Sometimes, to be gifted by grace is to be shown the warning signs of 

trouble ahead, so that we can avoid it.  

It is loving when Jesus tells us what is wrong and what is right.  

God lays down the law and disciplines us as an expression of how 

precious we are to him.  

 God wants us to live and not perish in our sin and 

foolishness. 

So, like a good father, our dear Lord tells us what is right and 

good, and warns us of pitfalls so that we might live instead of die.  

Today is just such a day when a warning is called for. 

… 

 

There is one thing to be clear about God’s Word for us today.   

Neither Amos, nor Paul, nor Jesus is against riches.  
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What is at stake in these scriptures  

– what is a matter of life and death, of salvation or condemnation – 

is our attitude toward the gifts God has given us.  

 

The problem as Amos tells it is not that people enjoy comfort and 

security, good food and leisure activities,  

 But that they do so with no regard for the sin that threatens 

their lives and culture.  

 The wealthy and powerful feel secure because of their wealth and 

give no thought to the poor whose taxes have made them rich.  

 They make sacrifices to other gods and keep idols in their homes – 

forgetting the Lord God who gives them life.  

 

Forgetting where our life and security comes from  

and its goal of serving the neighbor  

breaks our relationship with God. 

 

It sends us into exile – that is, being apart from God.  

By being stripped of everything we feel entitled to, we learn to seek 

the Lord God alone.  

 

Paul stated the problem this way – the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil.  

 Money is not evil in itself,  

 but when we desire it,  
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 crave it,  

 make it the center of all we do  

 and allow our greed to drive us,  

 then we are plunged into ruin and destruction.  

 

Paul goes on to say – in their eagerness to be rich, some have wandered 

away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.  

What are some ways our society encourages such eagerness to be rich? 

o The false claims of Gambling 

o Rewarding Overworking 

o Advertising things that are not necessary for life but claiming 

that they are. 

o Treating those with wealth better than those who are poor.  

 

Again, it is not riches themselves that are at issue,  

but the craving for them, 

 the love of money and what it can buy. 

 

Instead, Paul says, those who have been given much are not to be 

haughty, looking down on those with less 

 Instead, they are to be generous and ready to share, 

 Using their wealth to do much good and to be rich in good works. 

 

The rich are not to place their trust in the uncertainty of wealth, but 

rather to trust in God who richly provides all that we need and much 

for us to enjoy.  



Pentecost 19C  5 
25 Sept 2016 
St. Peter York 
Amos 6:1-7; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 
 

 

Once again, we are back to the two great commandments – love God 

(not money or what money can buy) and love your neighbor, serving 

those in need. 

 

To neglect these two fundamental relationships is to be apart from 

God,  

outside of salvation,  

because we have placed our trust elsewhere. 

 

And now we come to Jesus and the story of the rich man and Lazarus.  

 

The rich man is already in exile because of his neglect of Lazarus, but 

after his death, that exile becomes irrevocable.  

 The chasm cannot be bridged because the man had the opportunity 

to show love for God and for his neighbor  

– poor Lazarus who was right on his doorstep 

 – but chose to love himself and his wealth instead.  

 

Jesus underscores this by calling Lazarus by name.   

He was in relationship with God, beloved and known  

– in his poverty, he trusted no one but God to give him life.  

 And, likewise, after his death, that nearness to God becomes 

visible as Lazarus is nursed and held close to God in the bosom of 

Abraham.  
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Seeing the change in fortunes, The rich man is remorseful – but the time 

for amendment of life had passed.  

 

He appeals to Father Abraham to send Lazarus to his 5 brothers so that 

they might escape his fate.  

 

But his request is denied 

 – like the rich man, his brothers already have God’s Word to tell 

them where their wealth comes from and what is expected from 

them.  

 

If they do not pay attention to God’s Word,  

if they neglect their relationship with God and with their 

neighbors,  

they have condemned themselves.  

 

… 

So how do we hear this story? 

Sometimes we might hear it as the rich man and be convicted of our 

greed. 

Sometimes we might hear it as poor Lazarus, helpless and hoping in God 

for all things. 

 

But most of the time, we hear it as the 5 brothers of the rich man.  
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We hear it as those who – in the very hearing – are graciously given the 

opportunity to heed God’s word and change our hearts.  

 

We are graciously given the chance to turn to our dear heavenly Father 

in gratitude for all that we have as gifts from him and to ask,  

How can I use what is yours to serve you and others? 

 

We are graciously given the chance 

 – not to step over Lazarus on our doorstep, ignoring the needs of 

the poor, 

 but to stoop down, lift him up, and carry him inside and care 

for him.  

… 

There is a Lazarus in each of our lives at some time or another. 

 

It probably is not a man dying of starvation on our doorstep,  

 but it might be the homeless person you pass on the way to work, 

 Or the lonely neighbor hungry for companionship; 

 Or the kid in school who is always left out or bullied; 

 Or the friend whose marriage is falling apart or whose child is 

addicted to heroin. 

 It might be the single parent who is struggling to keep things 

together  

 or the coworker who was just laid off. 
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The question today’s word of God raises is this:  

 Are we willing to trust our Lord to care for us, so that we place 

what God has given us in service to Lazarus? 

 

We have been gifted by grace.  

 We have heard God’s word and we will receive the very body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus that gives us  

forgiveness of our sins, life eternal and salvation from sin and 

evil.  

 We are rescued from exile and sent into the world with God’s 

grace, wealth and possessions, time and talents,  

 

So that when we encounter Lazarus  

– the person in need in our life  

– we will respond with love,  

sharing generously from what God has abundantly given. 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 


