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The whole story – from the first creation to the new creation – from 

Genesis to revelation –  

The whole story of the love of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

for humanity 

Indeed the whole story of God’s love for each and every individual 

person who has ever been conceived in the womb  

– and all who will yet be conceived – 

The whole story, from beginning to end of God’s love for each one of 

you 

Comes down to this:  

 Jesus, the 1
st
 c. Jewish rabbi from Palestine,  

 was shown to be the very presence of the Almighty God in our 

world, in our flesh –  

 doing the works of God among ordinary people like you and 

me. 

He raised from the dead his beloved friend Lazarus in Bethany,  

and many who saw what he did believed he was anointed by 

God. 

One of them was likely a fellow in nearby Bethphage, who had a donkey 

with a colt.  

So when Jesus’ disciples came asking him to borrow the animals for the 

Lord, he did not hesitate. 

He was convinced that his consent was serving God himself.  

And he was right. 
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It is amazing, isn’t it, that Jesus accepts the most ordinary service and 

makes the humblest of gestures to be holy and precious before God.  

Everything done in faith is right and good in God’s eyes, but whatever 

does not proceed from faith is sin.
Romans14:23 

But Faith in what?  

That is the point of the whole story. 

Jesus,  

 the humble Jewish rabbi who healed lepers with a word,  

 made the paraplegic to walk by forgiving his sins,  

 who made the blind to see and the mute to speak,  

 who left a lame man dancing in the street and  

 who raised from the dead the son of a widow, the daughter of a 

Roman soldier, and his dear friend Lazarus 

 This Jesus 

While we sang Hosanna and waved palm branches and threw our coats 

and blankets on the road before him,  

Rode that donkey into the city  

from which he would be handed over to the authorities and 

prosecuted for claiming to be God.  

and condemned to death.  

 We were the prosecutors as we read the story today. 

 Crucify him! We shouted, knowing he was innocent..  

In our blind unbelief, we wanted nothing to do with this man who by his 

godly actions upset the status quo 

 And called the lives and actions of each person into question. 
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The whole story of God’s love comes down to this:  

 Jesus took our death sentence upon himself.   

 It is no longer our condemnation, but his.  

We no longer live in fear for our lives, because he already removed the 

sentence from us. 

He died and was buried – and we go free. Today. And tomorrow. 

… 

Jesus rode that donkey down a steep hill and across the Kidron river 

through the Lion’s gate into Jerusalem.  

 In January, I walked that steep road down the Mt. of Olives – the 

same road he would be dragged as a criminal from the Garden of 

Gethsemane, where the witness trees still stand.  

  

 We speak of ups and downs in our life – but Jesus had his downs 

and ups.  

 Down the Mt. of Olives and up Mt. Zion into Jerusalem; 

 Down the Hinnom Valley and up to Golgotha and the cross. 

 Down to the tomb and up to the resurrection and ascension.  

All to demonstrate God’s love for you and me. 

 Every sin we commit,  

 every ungodly thought and word, 

  every devilish inclination and evil deed  

 – has been nailed with Jesus to the cross. 
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When you are held accountable for them before the holy Judge – the just 

condemnation will go on Christ’s account instead of yours. 

That is great news! Unbearably good news!  

Wonderful news that is effective this very day, as each of us stands 

here before the holy God, naked in our sins.  

 Whenever Jesus forgives us, he transfers condemnation from us to 

him – releasing us from the burden of guilt and shame.  

When you trust this, your life can be  

 joyous in the midst of suffering,  

 hopeful in the face of discouragement,  

 and confident of the future. 

 No more worries! Only faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

All because God, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, loves you 

and me so very much.  

Amen 


